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December 11, 2018
PRESS RELEASE

At its annual dinner in Williamsburg on December 5, 2018, the Virginia Association of Commonwealth’s Attorneys (VACA) presented the 2018 Robert F. Horan, Jr. Award to Raymond F. Morrogh, Commonwealth’s Attorney for Fairfax County.  The Horan Award, named after the longtime Commonwealth’s Attorney for Fairfax, was first presented in 1989 to Bob Horan.  This award, presented by VACA President Roy F. Evans of Smyth County, recognizes outstanding service to the citizens of the Commonwealth of Virginia, to the citizens of the recipient’s home jurisdiction, and to the members of VACA.
Ray Morrogh graduated from the George Mason University School of Law in 1982 with honors in trial advocacy.  After graduation, Ray entered private practice.  In 1983 Ray was hired by Bob Horan as an Assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney in Fairfax County.  In 1988 Mr. Horan appointed Ray as Chief Deputy Commonwealth’s Attorney.  In 2007 Mr. Horan stepped down as Commonwealth’s Attorney and Ray became Commonwealth’s Attorney for Fairfax County, a position he has held since that time.

Over his career, Ray has tried many high profile cases including Caleb Hughes who was convicted of the abduction with the intent to defile a five year old girl on a largely circumstantial case; Mir Amir Kasi who killed numerous people outside of the CIA headquarters in an act of terrorism and was convicted of capital murder for this act; John Muhammad and Lee Malvo, the D.C Snipers who terrorized the country in the early 2000s by killing multiple people; serial killer Alfredo Prieto who murdered at least 20 people across the country; Mark Lawlor, a rental agent who raped and murdered a young woman in her own apartment; and serial killer Jesse Matthew.
Despite his continued heavy caseload as Commonwealth’s Attorney for one of the largest jurisdictions in Virginia, Ray is a leader of attorneys and prosecutors in Fairfax, Virginia and throughout the nation.  Ray served as Chairman of the Fairfax County Virginia Alcohol Safety Action Program, the Board of Directors of the Fairfax County Bar Association and Bar Foundation, the Fairfax Criminal Justice Advisory Board, the Board of Governors of the Virginia State Bar Criminal Law Section, a faculty member on the Virginia State Bar’s nationally acclaimed Harry L. Carrico Professionalism course, Chairman of Virginia’s Forensic Science Board, and has served on the 5th District Disciplinary Committee of the Virginia State Bar.  Ray also served in many positions within VACA to include president.  Ray has served on the National District Attorneys Association Board of Directors, Treasurer for the organization, and is a current Vice President for the organization.   

Ray has also been recognized at the local, state and national level for his dedication, hard work, and accomplishments.  Some of his awards include the Award for Excellence in Trial Advocacy from the Association of Government Lawyers involved in Capital Litigation, the Award for Excellence from Mothers Against Drunk Driving, the Director’s Award U.S. Bureau of Alcohol Tobacco and Firearms for his efforts in the prosecution of Sniper Lee Boyd Malvo, and the Wayne F. Anderson Award for Distinguished Public Service, George Mason University Alumni Association.

Despite all of these accomplishments and awards, Ray is one of the most humble individuals you will meet and will deflect any praise or credit to those around him.  Regardless of all of his duties as an elected official and busy trial attorney, Ray continues to mentor younger attorneys and prosecutors as evidenced by his continued lectures and contributions at continuing legal education seminars for VACA and across the nation.  His mentorship is no more evident than in his own office where he is known to routinely stop his own work to help his assistants with trial strategies or legal research no matter what type of case they may be grappling with.  

Ray’s fair minded dedication to “doing justice” makes him an example that other prosecutors aspire to emulate.  It is why many other elected Commonwealth’s Attorneys seek his counsel on the most difficult issues and cases.  It is also why he is picked by judges to serve as special counsel on difficult cases with torrid histories.  

VACA is pleased to honor Ray with the 2018 Horan Award.
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